
 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

03/22/2021 [07:00 PM-08:00 PM] 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING ZOOM 

1.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
  

  Mr. Karl began the meeting at 7:00 pm with the pledge to the flag. 

2.  ROLL CALL 
  

  

Members in attendance included: Steve Karl (President), Randy Gale (Vice President), Neil Connelly, Melanie 
Gurgiolo, Laurie Kennedy, Greg Lamay, Art Pursel, Jr. Geoffrey McInroy, Bob Latham, Dr. Patricia Sanker (Acting 
Superintendent), and Tina Darchicourt (Secretary).  

 

Community/Staff Attendees are available on the attached list. 

3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
  Mr. Gale made a motion, seconded by Mr. Lamay to approve the Agenda. The motion passed unanimously.  

4.  PUBLIC SESSION FOR COMMENT 
  

  

Andrew Riley asked what is being done for the mental health of the students and what resources will be provided? 
Will there be anything done to address mental health awareness and is there a plan for the counselors to meet 
with the students? He is troubled about the idea of breaking up the elementary classes to have a dedicated remote 
teacher.  

 

Megan Yost, 331 Willow Avenue, has not been able to find the results of the study that led to this resolution. She is 
concerned about how difficult it will be to manage both remote and in person students at the same time if the 
schools go back to 5 day in person instruction.  

 

David La Torre, 443 Arlington Rd, acknowledged that not everyone has been nice in their board communications. 
He believes voting to go back to 5 day is the best thing to do for the students.  

 

Jaclyn Sastre supports students returning to school 5 days in person.   

5.  MEETING CANCELLATION 
  

  Mr. Gale made a motion, seconded by Mr. Lamay to approve the meeting cancellation. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

6.  RESOLUTION TO RETURN TO FIVE-DAY IN-PERSON EDUCATION WITH REMOTE 
OPTIONS 
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Mr. Gale made a motion, seconded by Mr. Lamay to approve the Resolution to Return to 5-Day In-Person 
Education with Remote Options.   

 

Mr. Karl stated that there will be a roll call vote after comments.  

 

Mr. Latham stated that the Curriculum Committee has done a lot of work in preparing this and he commends the 
administrators, principals, and teachers in getting things ready.  

 

Mr. Gale thanked Dr. Sanker for leading Camp Hill School District for the last six months. We owe her a great debt 
of gratitude for stepping in for the most challenging time in education. She has provided leadership through this 
difficult time when you can’t please everyone and tempers have flared.  

 

Mr. Gale stated that he has been on the more cautious side, however he believes it’s time to return to 5 day in 
person and still provide remote learning for those who choose to stay remote. There are safeguards put in place. If 
there is an outbreak, the buildings will close. Those on staff who want a vaccine are being provided with them. He 
will vote yes to the resolution.   

 

Mrs. Kennedy shared that she is grateful to Dr. Sanker for her leadership through unprecedented times in public 
education. The Curriculum Committee met numerous times since the February 8 passage of the resolution and the 
leadership team has been working diligently to develop the learning models for returning to school. Details are 
hard to publish before we know the model of our return, but the community will be getting more details after the 
vote. She will vote yes for the resolution.  

 

Mr. Connelly stated that he finds more value in remaining in a blended model, but that there are significate 
benefits to returning to 5 day in person instruction. He does not share the view that we have no plan or that others 
have done better. No other district offered something so customized. In the survey, 69% thought things were going 
well with blended. The CDC came to the 3 foot conclusion last week and it’s safer to return now than we thought 6 
months ago. But there is a difference between safer and safe. He is worried about the influx of face to face learners 
as students will probably be closer than 3 feet. As far as mental health goes, it has been devastating in places 
where they have been full remote. He is so glad that we have been able to have students in school part time. There 
are plans to accommodate any needs as they arise and some programs are being offered this week. He does not 
think this resolution is the most prudent option from an educational view.  

 

Mrs. Gurgiolo, as chair of the Curriculum Committee, took the opportunity to reassur the public that the Leadership 
team has worked tirelessly. There have been numerous meetings preparing for the possible return to 5 days. The 
summary of the survey findings and models was read at the March 1 meeting and the Curriculum Committee 
meeting minutes are attached to the board minutes. The pandemic isn't over but we can see the light at end of the 
tunnel. Some students are thriving on the remote model but some need the attention in person. She is voting yes 
for the resolution. 

 

Mr. Karl, thanked Dr. Sanker for her assistance and leadership during these unprecedented times. Tonight will be 
our last meeting with her as our Superintendent. Per the resolution, we have to make concessions to introduce 
models that will be appropriate for most of our students. All of our staff have had the opportunity to be fully 
vaccinated. He will be voting yes.  
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Mr. Latham thanked Dr. Sanker for her service and thanked the Administration and Teachers as we go forward.  

  

The motion passed with a roll call vote of 8 Yes and 1 No , with Mr. Connelly voting No. 

7.  PURCHASE OF OWL CAMERAS 
  

  

Mr. Gale made a motion, seconded by Mr. Lamay to approve the Purchase of OWL Cameras.  

 

Mrs. Kennedy shared that the school district is currently piloting OWL cameras that were purchased through a 
donation by the Lion Foundation. Some teachers have determined that the techniques they are using are working 
better, but we want to provide cameras to those who want them. Some in elementary may try to use OWL 
cameras. This request is not definitive. Once the students return, the teachers will determine what they need. 

  

Mr. Connelly thanked Mrs. Kennedy for the leadership with this. She worked hard to continue the plan.   

 

The motion passed unanimously. 

8.  ADJOURNMENT 
  

  The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 pm.  
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